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The NYRP took form in 1974, with the realization that research into 
questions relating to the immediate prehistory and remote origins of the 
indigenous peoples of Beringia had reached a plateau. It was no longer possible 
for an individual investigator to cope with the many problems that require 
solution; also, it was difficult to imagine how necessary basic work in 
disciplines other than Anthropology would be done. 

It was fortunate that the Canada Council inaugurated its Programme 
Grants in that year. The grants are intended to support multidisciplinary 
research for periods of up to five years. A group of scientists at Toronto 
was formed to examine the present state of knowledge in the prehistory of 
Beringia, in its largest sense. We decided that, with the addition of new 
colleagues we could put forward a long-term plan of research which would 
carry us beyond the present plateau and thus merit Canada Council support. 

In general, we succeeded in putting together a feasible and interesting 
plan of multidisciplinary research, with a number of limited goals in a larger 
intellectual frame of reference, which gained the interest and support of 
colleagues, the University of Toronto, and the Canada Council. It is a 
pleasant duty to acknowledge the encouragement, advice, and support we have 
had from these sources. I wish to acknowledge also the support of the Connaught 
Foundation, and the far-sighted decision by Canadian Arctic Gas Study, Ltd. to 
Support research in areas near our study area, through which they propose to 
build a gas pipeline. 

In broadest terms, NYRP is a coalition of scientists interested in 
historical biogeography and the place of Man in the Beringian ecosystem. It 
is of more than regional interest for at least three reasons: Our study area 
is in the only large, unglaciated part of Canada known to have been inhabited 
by Man; there is evidence that Man was there at least 30,000 years ago; and tne 
modern indigenous population there preserves a large and useful fund of 
information about its own culture and its past. 

Our approach has been to state the Programme objectives in specific 
but broadly encompassing terms, and to encourage those whose Anterests and skills 
bear on these objectives to develop their research as work that is both 
intrinsically interesting and useful to progress toward Programme objectives. 
The roles of the Director and the Programme are not articulated as 1s a 
conductor with a symphony orchestra because there is no score, and we all know 
it. If a musical analogy is apt, jazz and some kinds of modern music are much 
claser to our kind of performance than is any form of rehearsed performance. 
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By forcing the analogy just a little further one can visualize the 
Bering Refugium Project as another group of performers with different instruments, 
members of which from time to time take roles in the NYRP ensemble. The Bering 
Refugium Project, however, is oriented primarily by the natural sciences. 
Furthermore, its investigators complement, rather than compete with the 
activities of NYRP researchers. Finally, the Bering Refugium Project is 
concerned with all of Beringia, whereas our programme is focussed on a specific, 
albeit quite extensive region. It is indeed fortunate that the scientists in 
the Bering Refugium Project have the encouragement of their several government 
departments, because they are doing vital, basic work which we in the Northern 
Yukon Research Programme rely on, but which we could not do ourselves. 

We work closely with the Bering Refugium Project, as an institution 
and as individuals. This assures us that none of our efforts is redundant or 
duplicative. Although it is awkward at times for us to be separated geographically 
and administratively, we are accustomed to living with this problem as Canadian 
scientists, and I think we prefer it this way, rather than to have our efforts 
melded into an institute, for example, with a director who is, in fact, a 
conductor with a score to follow. That we work well ensemble is shown by our 
having shared field facilities in 1975. 

In short, although it may be premature to congratulate ourselves, I 
think it likely that the collective effort of BRP and NYRP will make scholarly 
history, as a step forward from multidisciplinary to supradisciplinary research. 
In conventional terms, this is bringing several disciplines to play on a group 
of related themes--or perhaps one theme. But it certainly would be premature 
to expect more than incidental harmonies and counterpoints in our daily operations. 

Having said this, I am obliged to say that I am increasingly confident 
in the success and general significance of our work. In the frame of reference 
of NYRP, we are showing that Man of 30,000 or more years ago was far more 
competent to deal with challenging environments than anyone thought possible 
10 years ago, and we are discovering what some of those environments were. 

SRP is defining the larger, inter continental and hemispneric stage on which 
the melodrama of Man's first Arctic penetration, and his first exploration of 
the New World, were played. At the same time, we are making progress toward 
understanding the most recent--and the modern--residents of Beringia, through 
their oral history, their archaeological remains, and the study of their 


present environment. 
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I am encouraged in this optimism by signs of recognition in other 
parts of the academic community. For example, C. S. Churcher and I have been 
appointed to an advisory committee on Early Man by the National Geographic 
Society (Washington). J. Cingq-Mars and I have been invited to conferences 
and symposia in Texas, Arizona, France, Nicaragua, Novosibirsk, Vancouver and 
Calgary, to name the most outstanding. I was agreeably surprised at being 
named co-chairman with A. P. Okladnikov and W. S. Laughlin, of the Novosibirsk 
symposium. ei } 

Another development, in which we have been at least a minor factor, 
is the intention of both the Canadian and U. S. governments to construct 
information centres along the Alaska and other highways that pass through 
Beringia. 

Not the least important of our continuing accomplishments is the 
initiation of graduate students into a way of research that makesuse of 
modern scholarship and technology, the pragmatic understanding of experienced 
northern scientists, and the lore and wisdom of indigenous northern people. 

Our contribution to the village of Old Crow is difficult to summarize. 
That it is mainly positive is suggested by the willingness of the Band Council 
for us to continue our work, with tne sole stipulation that we "follow 
regulations". We feel that the initiative of the Old Crow people to establish 
their own museum--toward the support of which they have raised or acquired 
$1,000.00 and 200 logs for a building--has been stimulated in part by association 
with us. We are pleased to accept their invitation to assist in this venture. 

Beyond this, our association with the village has been a source of 
knowledge, satisfaction, and stimulation for us, and we can but hope that it 
has been for them as well. We nave found courtesy and kindness there that 
exceed our expectations; we try to reciprocate and to act accordingly, and are, 
I think, usually, if not always, successful. 

This report of activities should be read together with our proposal 
to the Canada Council. In this report we do not attempt to present results of 
our work of this first year, but rather a narrative of what has been done. 

Some reference to scientific progress will, of course, be made, and readers ' 
attention is drawn to the papers and presentations which are listed in attacned 
Appendices. 

The Programme has contributed to scholarly life at Toronto ina 

number of ways. Our Thursday seminars have brought a number of visitors to 


the University, and have attracted participation from many departments. Not 
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unexpectedly, the activities of the Programme appear to have elicited interest 
among undergraduate and graduate students, as indicated by their activity in 
courses and their willingness to work in the laboratory. 

In a different aspect, the Programme has stimulated a reconsideration 
of northern studies at Toronto, and we now articulate with the Institute of 
Environmental Studies to provide an institutional base for the Arctic Working 
Group. The AWG examines and advises on matters related to the support of 
research in the North. | ie 

During the researcn year it has appeared desirable to define a new 
Status within the Programme, that of Research Associate. This will designate 
scientists who give advice on a continuing basis, who participate as specialists 
in a project led by a principal investigator, or who might otherwise be 
designated "Visiting Scholars". In this way the Programme can encourage the 
participation and acknowledge the contribution of a larger number of scholars 
than those who are now formally associated with the Programme as Principal 
Investigators. 

In 1975-76, Profs. Amsden and Fedele might have been designated 
Research Associates. 

In 1976-77, the following will be invited to accept nomination as 
Research Associates. 

C. Amsden, University of Manitoba 
G. Fedele, University of Turin 
Yoshizaki, University of Hokkaido 
Slobodin, McMaster University 
Espinosa, Instituto Nacional de Geografia, Nicaragua 
Cruikshank, Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 
Turner, University of Toronto 


Ad ee ee Cum Ce nO neni ant 


Powers, University of Alaska 

In a very real sense, each of the members of BRP is also a Research 
Associate; their formal designation as such would appear to be redundant. 

In the reports that follow I think it will be apparent that we have 
had an interesting and productive year. It is a source of great satisfaction, 
to acknowledge the stimulating and constructive activity of all who are 


associated with it. 
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